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DNA tests prompt order for new trials 
for Chicagoans convicted in ne mander i 


BY GREGORY PRATT | Chicago Tribune 


GALESBURG, Ill. - Nevest Coleman’s family waited eagerly 
Monday outside a state prison in western Illinois as the final hours of 
Coleman’s 23 years behind bars slowly evaporated. 

When Coleman finally emerged from Hill Correctional Center, his 
hands pressed together in front of his mouth as if in silent prayer, his 


family erupted in smiles. 


“There he is,” a cousin shouted. “The day has finally come!” 


Coleman walked out of cus- 
tody and into the waiting arms of 
his daughter, Chanequa. Spot- 
ting his son, Nicholas, Coleman 
said, “Come here, boy!” and 
wrapped him in a deep embrace. 
All three cried. 

About 250 miles south, out- 
side Menard Correctional Cen- 
ter in Chester, a similar scene of 
tears, hugs and family greeted 
Darry] Fulton. 


Fulton and Coleman were 
sentenced to life in prison two 
decades ago for a 1994 rape and 
murder in Chicago’s Englewood 
neighborhood, but recent DNA 
testing indicates they may be 
innocent. A Cook County judge 
and prosecutors agreed last 
week to free both Chicago men 
and grant them new trials. 

Both men were convicted 
after confessing to Chicago po- 


ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Nevest Coleman hugs daughter Chanequa, center, son Nicholas and sister Angela Rogers outside the prison in Galesburg, IIl., on Monday. 


‘The day has finally come”: 
2 freed after 23 years in jail 


STEVE MATZKER/FOR THE CHICAGO BA i 


Darryl Fulton holds back tears Monday as he describes the feeling of 
being released from Menard Correctional Center in Chester, Ill. 


lice detectives who, records 
show, had a history of miscon- 
duct and allegations of coerced 
false statements. 


The new DNA testing found Turn to DNA, Page 6 


semen from a serial rapist on the 
victims underwear. The new 
trials for Coleman and Fulton 


Cop gets 
5 years 
for firing 
into car 


Officer engaged 
in ‘criminal armed 
violence; judge says 


By JASON MEISNER 
Chicago Tribune 


The first time Chicago police 
Officer Marco Proano shot some- 
one, he was given a department 
commendation. 

Less than a year later, when 
Proano fatally shot a teen outside 
an overcrowded dance party, he 
was rewarded with the superin- 
tendent’s award for valor. 

But Proano’s third on-duty 
shooting in a three-year span 
earned him a 
much more du- 
bious distinc- 
tion on Mon- 
day: five years 
in prison. 

Proano, 42, 
who was con- 
victed of exces- 
sive force for 
firing 16 times 
into a moving 
vehicle filled with teens in De- 
cember 2013, became the first 
Chicago police officer in decades, 
if not ever, to be sentenced to 
federal prison for an on-duty 
shooting. 

In handing down the sentence, 
U.S. District Judge Gary Feiner- 
man said that Proano’s actions 
that night — caught on police 
dashboard camera video — were 
“exceptionally unjustified” and an 
insult to hardworking officers 
who serve and protect. Two of the 
teens were wounded, but all five in 
the vehicle were lucky they wer- 
en’t killed, the judge said. 

“Mr. Proano was not maintain- 
ing the ‘thin blue line’ that sepa- 
rates us from anarchy, and chaos 
and violence” Feinerman said. 
“He was bringing the chaos and 
violence. He was the source of it.” 


Proano 
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President 
pins terror 
label on 


Pyongyang 


Trump vows new 
sanctions in ‘maximum 
pressure campaign’ 


By MATTHEW PENNINGTON 
AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump announced 
Monday the U.S. is putting North 
Korea’s “murderous regime” on 
America’s terrorism blacklist, 
despite questions about Pyong- 
yang’s support for international 
attacks beyond the assassination 
of its leader’s half brother in 
February. 

Trump said the designation of 
North Korea as a state sponsor of 
terrorism was long overdue, and 
he promised a new wave of 
sanctions as part of a “maximum 
pressure campaign” over the 
North’s development of nuclear 


EVAN VUCCI/AP 


Despite questions, President Donald Trump said Monday that “North 
Korea has repeatedly supported acts of international terrorism.” 


weapons that could soon pose a 
direct threat to the U.S. main- 
land. 

North Korea will join Iran, 
Sudan and Syria on the blacklist. 
The North had been designated 
for two decades until 2008 when 
it was removed in a bid to 
salvage international talks 
aimed at halting its nuclear 
efforts. The talks collapsed soon 
after and haven’t been revived 
since. 

The primary impact of the 


designation may be to com- 
pound North Korea’s growing 
international isolation as it is 
already subject to an array of 
tough U.S. sanctions restricting 
trade, foreign assistance, de- 
fense sales and exports of sensi- 
tive technology. The step is likely 
to further sour relations be- 
tween Washington and Pyong- 
yang, which have turned uglier 
with name-calling between 


Turn to North Korea, Page 9 


New Chicago budget, 
the same old tax bite 


Typical homeowner 
will add $174 in hikes, 
fees to City Hall, CPS 


By HAL DARDICK 
Chicago Tribune 


The Chicago City Council is 
expected to easily approve May- 
or Rahm Emanuel’s 2018 budget 
on Tuesday, a spending plan that 
raises taxes for the sixth time in 
seven years, but doesn’t take as 
big of a bite as the ones in years 
past. 

Still, thanks to previous deci- 
sions made by the Emanuel- 
controlled City Hall and Chicago 
Public Schools, the typical 
homeowner will have to pay 
$174 more in taxes next year. 
About $97 of that increase can be 
chalked up to property tax hikes, 


but Emanuel also is boosting 911 
fees by $40 a year for a family 
with three phone lines, and 
water bills will go up $37 for the 
typical home. 

All told, the average family 
will be paying $1,813 more a year 
in taxes and fees to the city and 
schools than they did before 
Emanuel took office in 2011 once 
all of the mayor’s tax and fee 
increases take full effect. 

The bulk of that money is 
going to shore up woefully 
underfunded city worker and 
teacher pension systems, repair 
aging city water and sewer pipes, 
and phase out some question- 
able financial practices. 

The overall tax and fee tally 
would be even higher, except for 
a property tax break that Eman- 
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TRUMP PROMISES A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
TO AMERICA: A ‘HUGE TAX CUT’ 
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<> Tom Skilling’s forecast High 45 Low 25 


Chicago Weather Center: 
Complete forecast on back of A+E 
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